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NEWS RELEASE
UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON NURTURES NEW GENERATION OF CHRISTIAN LEADERS
AS PART OF LILLY ENDOWMENT-FUNDED INITIATIVE
DAYTON, Ohio -For first-year student Anna Coleman, who is coming to the
University of Dayton this fall from Villa Madonna Academy in Williamsport, Ky., Dayton's
6,600-student campus seems a bit daunting. "But knowing that I will have 14 other people who
are also searching for God and who are serious about their faith is so encouraging and
uplifting," said Coleman, a vocalist who will major in music composition.
Coleman has been selected as a Chaminade Scholar, one of 15 incoming first-year
students who have accepted the challenge to think about their lives as a calling and, in a
theologically informed way, explore avenues of Christian leadership.
The Chaminade Scholars are the first initiative of UD's Program for Christian
Leadership, launched this year with a $2 million grant from the Lilly Endowment Inc. The
Program for Christian Leadership is designed to encourage students to make commitment of
service -whether as lay people, religious or clergy- to their professions, churches and
communities.
The University of Dayton is one of only 20 colleges and universities to receive Lilly
Endowment grants to identify and nurture a new generation of highly talented and religiously
committed leaders. The grants support school programs that help students understand their
future work in light of their faith commitments. Chaminade Scholars (named for the Rev.
William Joseph Chaminade, founder of the Society of Mary religious order that established the
University of Dayton) receive $2,500 annual scholarships and attend academic seminars to
develop their skills as Christian leaders.
For Chaminade Scholar Maureen O'Rourke, the program will develop skills she used at
Chaminade-Julienne High School in Dayton, where she helped coordinate FLIGHT (Faith
Leaders in God's Hands Today). Working with 16 other seniors, she planned school liturgies,
directed student retreats and set up service sites. She also volunteered and interned at
Clubhouse, an organization that serves children in poverty.
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"I would give my heart and soul to any of these children, and through volunteering at
Clubhouse, I have seen what I believe God wants me to do. I will be studying to become a
teacher in order to inspire other teen-agers as I have been inspired," O'Rourke said ..
For Katie Lackermann, a graduate of Centerville High School in Ohio who will major in
electrical engineering at UD, the Chaminade Scholars program offers the chance to "explore my
·relationship to God in relationship to my college experience." Active in the Young Life program
and at St. George's Episcopal Church, where she was president of the youth group, Lackermann
said, "I have, through prayer, felt God tugging at my heart and pulling me toward ordained
ministry. I cannot picture something that I would rather do than serve God in his Church all of
the time. I plan to continue to pray and seek God's will in my life."
Commitment to service and academic excellence are common traits of the nine women
and six men who have been selected as Chaminade Scholars, said Maura Skill, director of the
Program for Christian Leadership. The group includes students who are "involved in church
groups, in faith-sharing groups at school or in liturgical music. They're lectors in their churches.
They tutor underprivileged children and work with people with disabilities. They describe
service work as changing their lives. They're all excellent students who can really exhibit (the
University's motto of) learn, lead and serve," Skill said.
During the first year of the program, Skill will work to build relationships and develop a
sense of community among the group. uwe will engage students in activities that enable them to
trust one another with their beliefs. They already have a personal relationship with Jesus that
they're willing to talk about- on paper, Skill said.
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When the program is fully implemented, the University of Dayton will be the home of 60
Chaminade Scholars, a critical mass in changing our student culture on campus, Skill said.
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The Rev. James Heft, S.M., chancellor and University professor of faith and culture, sees
the Chaminade Scholars as students who will act as leaven" within the larger student
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population. This is not going to be a little support group that huddles together in some kind of
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hothouse," Heft was quoted in the Lilly Endowment annual report. This is a group that will be
11

nurtured for more rigorous service."
"Spiritual balance will be very important at school," said Chaminade Scholar Ryan
Maher, a graduate of Franklin Regional Senior High School in Murraysville, Pa., who will major
in biology at UD. A member of his church youth group and an altar server, Maher has
discovered that to be a Christian leader sometimes means standing apart from the crowd.

urn

tell my friends when I think something is wrong, and I'll try to persuade them to not do it,"
Mauer said. "I try to stand up when no one is on my side because I know God is there. Being a
Christian leader is simply living my life the way God wanted me to and following his plan."
-more-

Chaminade Scholars: Page 3
The Chaminade Scholars will play a key part in the Program in Christian Leadership's
second initiative: widening the circle of Christian leadership on campus and gathering about 100
students for workshops and programs to more deeply explore faith and leadership. Resident
assistants, leaders in student government and officers of campus organizations are likely
participants.
The program's third initiative addresses faculty development and provides support for
integrating themes such as vocation and leadership into the content of UD's required humanities
courses.
SkilC a UD graduate who earned her Ph.D. in finance at the University of Cincinnati,
recently taught as a lecturer in UD's economics and finance department. She brings the love of
teaching and mentoring students to her new position.
What's her vision for the Charninade Scholars five years from now? "They're going to be
the leaders of the effort to walk the life of Jesus. They will be leaders of the effort to live a life of
service/' she said. A decision to enter religious life or pursue graduate work in religious studies
"would be an excellent result. Prayer and service will become a part of them and help them to
discern their call."
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